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The state has five different designations for beauty specialists.  An individual may apply for an Appearance Enhancement Business License to operate an Appearance Enhancement establishment that provides any or all of the services included in the practice of cosmetology, esthetics, nail specialty, natural hair styling and/or waxing. 
All beauty treatment specialists as well as all spas and salons must be licensed to legally operate within New York State. Pursuant to 19 NYCRR §160.9, the owner of an appearance enhancement business must maintain either a surety bond, accidental and professional liability insurance, or general liability insurance in prescribed amounts, and, pursuant to the regulation, evidence of such bond or insurance must be maintained on the premises.

